[Link between rheumatoid arthritis and cancer].
Because it is a systemic disorder, rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is known to predispose affected individuals to other organ manifestations as well as arthritic problems. The serious complications include pericarditis, pulmonary and cutaneous nodules, episcleritis, and rheumatoid vasculitis. Of late, a significantly increased incidence of lymphoma has also accumulated. The overall risk is about double than in the general population, but that in patients with the most severe arthritis is dramatically higher. Men with RA appear to have an extremely elevated risk of Hodgkin's disease, which has also been observed at a higher incidence among the children of affected patients. These lymphomas are not typically infected with EBV, though RA patients have a defective capacity to control systemic EBV infection. Increasing attention is being paid to the effect of RA treatments on development of lymphoma, and some patients with EBV-positive tumors who have been taking methotrexate have shown a positive response after just discontinuing this drug. More controversial is the question of whether anti-TNF alpha agents involve an increased risk of lymphoma; in light of the conflicting evidence this matter is still unresolved.